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Introduction
The purpose of this guide book is to suggest seven routes to lesser-known sites in
the surroundings of Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Jericho. Most of them are located
in almost biblical scenery away from the crowded city centers.
Buses or cars are necessary for most of the routes, but many of them also include
sections that can be done on foot. The routes are planned for those who wish to
visit lesser-known sites that still maintain the flavor of the country before the
development boom of the last 100 years. Routes 2,3, and 4 are intended for groups
and require a guide who is well acquainted with the routes. It is not recommended
to go on these tours by yourself. On the more adventurous tourto the Judean Desert
monasteries (Route 3) it is absolutely necessary to make use of field vehicles with
four-wheel drive which can travel on dirt roads.
Since the tours are intended forthe Christian tourist and pilgrim we will concentrate
mainly on the history of the different sites and their importance to Christianity. A
special effort has been made to provide the traveler with the fruits of the latest
research in archaeology and history regarding the various sites.
Each route is accompanied by a map which allows the traveler to orient himself
easily and navigate the routes. We have made an effort notto burden the user with
excessive directions in the body of the text, assuming that he can find his way
easily with the help of the maps and the direction signs on the spot.
The numerous photographs included in the guide will also make it easier to follow
the routes. It is our intention that this book will serve both as a useful guide as well
as a souvenir of a tour of unknown areas in the Holy Land.
I would like to thank those who helped in the writing and production of this guide:
Israel Kimhi, Coordinator of Research on Jerusalem at the Jerusalem Institute for
Israel Studies; Mr. Hani Abu Daia and Mr. Fahmi Nashashibi, our fellow members
on the team for the development of Tourism in the Bethlehem-Jerusalem area; Dr.
Uzi Dahari and Mr. Gideon Avni of the Israel Antiquities Authority; Gadi Wexler and
Yohai Goellfrom Yad Ben-Zvi;the staff of the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies
and its Directors, Professor Abraham Friedman and Ora Ahimeir, who accompanied
the project from the beginning; Hamutal Appel, Riki Fishel, and Sue Kerman, who
translated the text from the Hebrew, Nati Shohat, the photographer and Devora
Lifshitz, the graphic designer.
I gratefully acknowledge the works which I consulted, though all responsibility for
any statements in this guide lies solely with the author. A list of the sources is
appended after Route Seven.
Special thanks are due to the Israel Foreign Ministry, the Ministry of Tourism,
Minhelet 2000 and the Jerusalem Municipality for their great assistance in the
production of the guide.
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